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Subject:  GROUND LADDERS 

Section: PPG# 4100.6 

Chapter: Operations 

Effective Date: 7/1/98  

    
 
1.0   POLICY 
 
1.1 
 
 
1.2 
 

Thurston County Fire District No. 5 & 9 ground ladders will be constructed, certified, 
maintained, inspected and tested in accordance with WAC 296-305-06005. 

 
Thurston County Fire District No. 5 & 9 shall have all members climb and descend 
ground ladders with the fly in, for safety purposes.  Even when ladders are routinely used 
in the fly out configuration, in adverse conditions members shall be permitted to climb 
and descend ground ladders with the fly in to assure secure footing. 

 
 
 
2.0    RESPONSIBLITIES  
 
2.1 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
2.3  

The Assistant Chief of Operations, shall be responsible for inspecting, testing, and 
certifying the condition of ground ladders 

 
The Assistant Chief of Operations will ensure records are kept of all inspections and 
repairs to ground ladders. 

 
The Training Officer shall be responsible to provide adequate training to provide 
proficiency in ground ladder operations. 

 
 
 
3.0    GUIDELINES 
 
3.1  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All ladders regardless of type shall be inspected thoroughly after each use.  The 
following metal ladder components shall be checked: 

 
(a) Butt spurs for excessive wear or other defects. 

 
(b) Rungs for welds, damage or weakness caused by overloading or 

bumping against other objects, looseness and cracks, etc. 
 

(c) Beams for welds, rivets and bolts, signs of strain or metal fatigue, and 
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3.2 
 
 
3.3 
 
 
3.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.5 
 
 
 
3.6 

deformation from heat or overloading. 
 

(d) Bolts and rivets for tightness. 
 

(e) Heat sensor label, when provided, for change indicating heat exposure. 
 
All ladders shall be stored in a manner to provide ease of access for inspection, and to 
prevent danger of accident when withdrawing them for use. 

 
Every portable ladder shall be tested following the correction of defects disclosed by the 
visual inspections. 

. 
If it is determined that a metal ground ladder should be tested, the testing should follow 
the procedures taught by Washington State Fire Protection Bureau. 

 
3.4.1 Ground ladders purchased after July, 1999 shall be certified to be in 

compliance with NFPA 1931, 1994 Edition. When metal ground ladders 
are tested, the test method shall be in accordance with NFPA Standard 
1932, 1984 or current edition.  
 

3.4.2 Extension ladders that were constructed prior to the adoption of the 1984 
edition of NFPA 1931, may, when tested in accordance with this Policy, 
be tested with a minimum test load of 400 pounds and a preload of 300 
pounds.  Ladders tested under this exception shall be used with a 
minimum load limit of 500 pound distributed or 400 pounds 
concentrated.  Ladders shall be tested in the configuration they are used. 

 
Methods of fastening ladder halyards, either of wire or fibrous material, shall be in a 
manner that the connection is stronger than the halyard.  All halyards shall be checked 
for fraying or breakage. 

 
Any defect noted in visual inspections shall be corrected prior to testing. 

 
 
 
4.0    REFERENCES 
 
   WAC 296-305-06005 

 
Chapter 296-24 WAC Part J-1. (Statutory Authority; RCW 49.17.010, .050, .060.  96-11-
067 (Order 94-27); ss296-305-06005, filed 02/17/99, effective 06/01/99.  Statutory 
Authority:  Chapter 49.17 RCW. 88-14-108 (Order 88-11), 296-305-06005, filed 7/6/88.  
Statutory Authority:  RCW 49.17.040 and 49.17.050.  83-24-103(Order 83-34), 296-305-
06005, filed 11/30/83; Order 77-20, 296-305-6005, filed 10/18/77 and Emergency Order 
77-24, filed 11/17/77, effective 12/17/77.) 12/17/77.] 

  
 

 


