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Subject: RESPONSE TO BRUSH AND GRASS FIRES 

Section: PPG# 4400.20  

Chapter: Operations 

Effective Date: 7/1/98  

    
 
1.0   POLICY 
 
1.1 
 
 
 
1.2 
 
 
 
1.3 
 

When fighting grass and brush fires, the Incident Commander must be aware of the 
possibility of the fire shifting directions and trapping members and equipment. When 
placing resources, wind direction and terrain shall be taken into account. 
 
The Incident Commander is authorized to call for a bulldozer or other heavy equipment 
when necessary for access to an emergency or for extinguishment of a fire, e.g., deep 
seated brush fire. 
 
DNR and other Agencies shall be notified according to the countywide mutual 
agreement.  

 
 
2.0   DEFINITIONS 
 
2.1 Wildland Fire:  A fire burning in natural vegetation, that requires an individual or 

crew(s) to expend more that one hour of labor to extinguish. Crews may be substituted to 
avoid the one- hour benchmark or crew size increased to confine, control, extinguish and 
complete the job in less than one hour. 

 
 
3.0    GUIDELINES 
 
3.1 
 
 
 
3.2 

Wet water should be used to penetrate when extinguishing grass and brush fires. Special 
care must be taken to use water carefully because of limited supply on the vehicles. The 
fire should be confined first before water is used to make final extinguishment. 
 
Care should be taken when laying hose to prevent the fire from extending and burning 
the hand lines and supply lines. 
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